
YUSTE LAB ALUMNI: 
 
Former postdoctoral students: 
 
Theodore Schwartz. M. D.  Professor  
     Dept. Neurosurgery 

Cornell University Weil Medical College 
 
James Kozloski, Ph.D.  Member Research Staff  

IBM Watson Research Laboratories 
 
Anna Dunaevsky, Ph.D.  (jointly advised with Dr. Carol Mason) 
     Assistant Professor 
     Dept. Neuroscience 

Brown University 
 
Huib Mansvelder, Ph.D.  Associate Professor 
     Dept. Pharmacology 

Free University of Amsterdam 
 

Knut Holthoff, Ph.D.   Assistant Professor 
     Dept. Physiology 

Friedrich-Schiller-University Jena 
 
Diana Smetters, Ph. D.  Researcher 
     Computer Science Laboratory 

PARC, Palo Alto 
 

Joshua Brumberg, Ph.D.  Tenured Associate Professor 
     Dept. Psychology 

Queens College-CUNY 
 
Rafael Montoro, Ph.D.  Lecturer 
     Dept. Physiology 

University of Seville 
 
Buqing Mao, Ph.D.   MBA Program 

University of Chicago 
 
Michael Beierlein, Ph.D.  Assistant Professor 
     Dept. Neurobiology 

UT Houston 
 
Hajime Hirase, Ph.D.   Group Leader 
     Dept. Neuroscience 

RIKEN, Japan 



Rosa Cossart, Ph.D.   Group Leader 
INSERM 
Marseilles, France 
 

Carlos Portera, M.D., Ph.D.  Assistant Professor 
     Dept. Neurology 

UCLA 
 

Boaz Nemet, Ph.D.   Staff Researcher 
KiloLambda, Israel 
 

Gloster Aaron, Ph.D.   Assistant Professor 
     Neuroscience Program 

Wesleyan University 
 

Andrew Trevelyan, M.D., Ph.D.  Assistant Professor 
     Dept. Neurology 

University of Newcastle 
 

Jason McLean, Ph.D.   Assistant Professor 
     Dept. Neuroscience 

University of Chicago 
 

Morgane LeBon, Ph.D.  Lecturer 
     Dept. Physiology 

University of Bourdeaux 
 
Jiang Jiang, Ph.D.   Research Scientist 
     Institute of Bioengineering and Nanotechnology 

University of Singapore 
 
Mutsuo Nuriya, Ph.D.   Assistant Professor 
     Dept. Neuroscience 
     Keio University, Tokyo 
 
Wei Gan, Ph.D.   Postdoctoral Research Associate  
     Temple University  
 
Sarah Fayivar, Ph.D.   Maternity leave 
 
 
Emiliano Rial-Verde, Ph.D.  Analyst  
     MacKenzie Inc.  
     Geneva, Switzerland 
 
 



Tim Vogels, Ph. D.   Postdoctoral Associate 
     EPFL, Lausanne 
 
 
Former sabbatical visitors 
 
Hannah Monyer. M. D.  Chair 
     Clinical Neurobiology 

University of Heidelberg  
 
Yuji Ikegaya, Ph.D.   Associate Professor 
     Dept. Physiology 

University of Tokyo 
 
 
Former graduate students:  
 
Sydney Cash    M.D., Ph.D. 1998 (distinction) 

Instructor 
Dept. Neurology 
MGH, Harvard Medical School 

 
Ania Majewska   Ph.D. 2000 
     Assistant Professor, Dept. Neuroscience  
     University of Rochester Medical School 
 
Areti Tsiola    Ph.D. 2002 

Tenured Lecturer 
Queens College 

 
Tudor Badea    Ph.D. 2006, John Hopkins University 
     (Thesis Advisor: Dr. Jeremy Nathans) 

Postdoctoral Fellow 
John Hopkins University 

 
Ayumu Tashiro   Ph.D. 2002 (distinction) 
     Gruber International Award 2007 

Group Leader 
NTNU 
Nordheim, Norway 

 
Jesse Goldberg   M.D., Ph.D. 2003 (distinction), Dean’s Award 

Postdoctoral fellow 
MIT  
 

Sila Konur    Ph.D. 2004 



Postdoctoral fellow 
UCSF 
 

Volodymir Nikolenko   Ph.D. 2007 
     Fellow 
     Columbia Innovation Enterprise  

 
Brendon Watson   PhD (2008) 
     Medical Student, Columbia University 
 
 
Former undergraduates 
 
Selected students, with honors and current positions: 
 
Zita Peterlin    Rabbi Scholar 

Valedictorian, Columbia College 1998 
Ph.D. Program in Biological Sciences,  
Columbia University 

 
Avinash Pankal   AAAS prize for best poster 1998  

M.D. Program, University of Kentucky 
 
Vikram Kumar   USA Today Finalist, All American Academic Team 1999  

Soros New American Award 2000 
Harvard / MIT MTS Program 

 
Glenn Yiu    Goldwater Scholar 

Phi-Beta-Kappa  
M.D. / Ph.D. Program, Harvard University 

 
Rob Froemke    Ph.D., UC Berkeley 2003 
     Grass Fellow, Woods Hole Marine Laboratory, 2003 
     PostDoctoral Fellow, UCSF 
 
David Tsai    Rabbi Scholar 

Goldwater scholar 
M.D. / Ph.D. Program, Columbia University 

 
Vivian Ferstermaker   Summa Cum Laude, Columbia College  

M.D. / Ph.D. Program, Johns Hopkins University 
 
Farid Hamzei-Sichani   M.D. / Ph.D. Program,  

SUNY Downstate 
 
Rochelle Urban   Barnard Centennial Scholar  



     Ph.D. Program, UCSF 
 
Dimitriy Aronov   Hertz Fellow 
     Ph.D. Program, MIT 


